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The Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act 

is the nation’s federal 
special education law



The Six Major Principles of the IDEA
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LEAST RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT

Least restrictive 
environment, or LRE, 
plays a critical role, 
influencing where a 

child spends his or her 
time at school, how 

services are provided, 
and the relationships 

the child develops 
within the school and 

community



Placement and the Least 
Restrictive Environment (LRE)



KEY TERMS IN LRE



REGULAR EDUCATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENT
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SUPPLEMENTARY 
AIDS & SERVICES



WHO DECIDES 
PLACEMENT?



HOW DOES THE GROUP 
DECIDE PLACEMENT?



Each public agency must ensure that a continuum of alternative placements is available 
to meet the needs of children with disabilities for special education and related services

Continuum of Alternative Placements

GENERAL EDUCATION 
FOR ALL SUBJECTS

GENERAL EDUCATION 
FOR SOME SUBJECTS 

SPECIAL CLASSES 
FOR ALL SUBJECTS

SPECIAL SCHOOL 
THE WHOLE DAY

SPECIAL PLACE TO LIVE 
AND GO TO SCHOOL 

INSTRUCTION AT HOME 
OR IN A HOSPITAL 
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NOTIFYING PARENTS



Consent for Services 
and Placement



CONCLUSION







FND UNIVERSITY



The contents of this presentation were developed under a grant from the US Department 
of Education, 
#H328M150041, #H328M150041, & #H328M150041 
However, those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the US Department of 
Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the federal government. 
project Officer, David Emenheiser 



For more information, 
please contact:
Family Network on 
Disabilities

Family Network on Disabilities 
26750 U.S. Highway 19 North, 
Suite 410
Clearwater, Fl 33761

•(727) 523-1130

• (800) 825-5736

• fnd@fndusa.org

•www.fndusa.org

Thank you!
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